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Wélcomé

Dave Somers, Shohomish County Executive

Welcome to Focus on Farming and Focus on Forestry 2016! Thank you for joining us.
Agriculture is at the heart of our community. All of us have great memories of sitting
down with family and friends to enjoy incredible meals made possible by our farm-
ers. With the farm-to-table movement, there is now the possibility to eat the freshest
and healthiest local food every day. Snohomish County is proud of our agriculture
legacy and doing all we can to ensure that legacy is preserved for generations to
come.

Focus on Farming and Focus on Forestry are an important part of our work to sus-
tain farmers, ranchers, and timberland. By gathering some of the brightest minds
and some of the hardest workers in one place, we hope to improve best practices,
encourage innovation, foster sustainability, and spark new partnerships. The commu-
nity of farmers feeds us every day, and it’s our responsibility to make sure they can
continue to thrive. Enjoy the conference and please keep the fresh food and fond
memories coming!

Linda Neunzig, Agriculture Coordinator, Snohomish County

Welcome to Focus on Farming Xlll and Focus on Forestry Il. Each year the conference
has a theme. As the committee works together to develop the conference, the theme
naturally finds itself at the top of the page. This year’s theme, “Solutions for a Growing
World,” may seem too large and distant for some Western Washington farmers, but
it’s really closer than you think.

As farmers, so much of what we do is about relationships with others in our farm-
ing community. It’s about the neighbor helping you get hay in before it rains, and it’s
about loaning a young farmer a prized tool to make their work a little easier. Or when
the river starts to rise, it’s the chain of calls cascading down the line making sure
everyone is OK. The solution to our growing world is working together. This year

you will notice there are new partners around the table with us. These new faces are
from the Snohomish County Sustainable Lands Strategy. The success of agriculture is
important to more than just farmers; it’s vital to the success of all of our communities
as well. Active farmland and working forests not only provide us with needed food
security, but they also contribute to the viability of our river systems.

The best way to save farmland and forests is for them to be economically viable;
today we offer you a wide array of classes to attend that we hope will spark new
ideas and provide new opportunities. If you’ve never thought of exporting, please take
a look at what items China will be interested in during the coming year. You may be
surprised that you don’t need to be a mega farm to export! As the Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act looms closer, we want to make sure everyone is equipped for success
with a track to ensure you have the tools you need to be ready. The Ten Golden Rules
of Management will provide you with tips to keep your business running, and if you're
new to farming, check out the class on exploring the small farm dream.

We hope you have a wonderful day, make some new friends, and leave inspired to
take the next step in your farm business in 2017!



Agenda

7:00 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

8:15 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
& 11:00 a.m.

12:15 p.m.
12:45 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
& 4:15 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

Registration/Check-in/Breakfast from
the Biscuit Box

Conference Begins

MC Linda Neunzig, Agriculture Coordinator,
Snohomish County Office of Economic
Development and Conference Chair

Opening Remarks
Dave Somers, Shohomish County Executive

Welcome
Derek Sandison, Director, Washington State
Department of Agriculture

Keynote Speakers

Steve Butcher, CEO of Brown Paper Tickets: /n

his own words, “Brown Paper Tickets is one of the
only companies that acts the way | wish we all had
the guts to act. Not ‘More is better,” but ‘Enough

is best.”” His ideology offers a disruptive model
that drills to the core of what’s broken in American
business and how to fix it.

Trade Show

Farming Breakout Sessions

in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming

-- Food Safety Modernization Act - Are You Ready?
-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- New Production Opportunities

-- Sustainable Lands Strategy

Forestry Sessions

-- While Waiting for Your Trees to Grow -
Intro to Silviculture

-- Specialty Forest Products

Trade Show
Lunch

Welcome
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene

Keynote Speaker

Dr. David Kohl, Professor Emeritus, Virginia Tec:
Received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Agricultural
Economics from Cornell University. His workshop,
“Straight Talk, Straight Actions” says it all in the
title of this high energy, no-holds-barred approach
session. “Straight Talk, Straight Actions” will
provide insight and answers to the most com-
mon questions asked by producers, owners, and
managers.

Trade Show

Farming Breakout Sessions

in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming

-- Export Opportunities

-- Food Safety Modernization Act - Are You Ready
-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- New Production Opportunities

Forestry Sessions
-- Sustainable Systems and Landowners
-- Forestry Transfer of Development Rights

Conference Concludes

Focus On Farming
Sessions

9:00 a.m. Trade Show

9:45 a.m. Farming Breakout Sessions
& 11:00 a.m. in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming

-- Food Safety Modernization Act -

Are You Ready?

-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- New Production Opportunities

-- Sustainable Lands Strategy

Trade Show
Lunch
Trade Show

12:15 p.m.
12:45 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m. Farming Breakout Sessions
& 4:15 p.m. in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming

-- Export Opportunities

-- Food Safety Modernization Act -

Are You Ready?

-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- New Production Opportunities

Conference Concludes




Derek Sandison, Director, Washington State Department of Agriculture

Derek I. Sandison was appointed director of the Washington State Department of
Agriculture by Gov. Jay Inslee in June 2015.

Sandison, a lifelong Washington resident, has worked in both the public and private
sectors for more than 40 years. Before his current appointment, Sandison served as
director of the Office of Columbia River within the state Department of Ecology. There,
he was responsible for projects to develop water supplies vital for the state’s agricultural
community. Previously, he led Ecology’s Central Region, an area composed of seven
counties stretching from Canada to Washington’s southern border.

Other career experience includes 14 years as senior vice president of a Northwest
consulting firm and 12 years in local government.

As state agriculture director, Sandison supports and promotes Washington’s rich and
diverse agricultural industry both nationally and internationally.

Sandison has a master’s of science in natural resource management and a bachelor’s
degree in biological science, both from Central Washington University. He has received
many awards throughout his career, including the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s John W.
Keys Il Award for building partnerships and strengthening relationships and the
Washington Governor’s Leadership in Management Award.

Steve Butcher, CEO of Brown Paper Tickets

Steve Butcher is the creator of the Not-Just-For-Profit business philosophy. In his own
words, “Brown Paper Tickets is one of the only companies that acts the way | wish we
all had the guts to act. Not ‘More is better,” but ‘Enough is best.”” His ideology offers a
disruptive model that drills to the core of what’s broken in American business and how
to fix it. As the CEO of the internationally successful company Brown Paper Tickets, his
simple yet seemingly progressive ideas push for the genuine respect of communities,
employees, customers and vendors, and have been covered by Fortune, Forbes and the
New York Times, among others.

Working with business owners, non-profits and start-ups in nearly every sector, his ideas
are both traditional and radical, playing havoc with competitors who simply cannot think
beyond the obvious misconceptions that plague the business culture. As he says, “Helping
just one person either find their passion or set it on fire is enough to warm your soul for a
lifetime. Making it your life’s work is downright nirvana.”



FORT&RRA

Forterra is making sure this place we live stays a place we love. We do that by securing and
caring for KEYSTONE LANDS — places vital to our region’s long-run livability, sustainability
and equity.

These include wildlands and working farms and forests, as well as places in the city for
affordable housing, parks and the arts. We work simultaneously across all these landscapes
because they are interconnected. And ultimately all people and lands must thrive together.
For over 20 years Forterra has supported land protection efforts in Snohomish County and
throughout the region.

FARMS AND FORESTS

From land purchases, to conservation easements, to transfer of
development rights, Forterra is helping create fair, forward-looking
answers for landowners who care about the future of Snohomish County.
Recent successes: saving Riverbend Farm near Arlington and creating a
new 33-acre park along the Whitehorse Trail near Darrington.

THE FORTERRA TEAM

Our team has a longstanding relationship with the farming and
forestry communities. We understand the important issues and look
forward to working with you. Please contact us for more info.

Nicholas Bratton Liz Johnston
Policy Director Conservation Director
nbratton@forterra.org ljohnston@forterra.org

FORTERRA.ORG | 206.292.5907










































Your agricultural business can be more

competitive. Our librarians are here to help you
plant your future.

Use our free tools at
sno-isle.org/business.
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